
Title: The Mark of a True Disciple 

Passage: John 8:30-32 

 

Introduction: 

Trinity Community Church Ministry Vision: to bring glory to God by building up and equipping its members for living out the 

Gospel in every facet of life. (“Building it up; Living it out”) 

 

Ephesians 4:11-13 

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work 

of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the 

Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 

 why are we still here? To build up the body of Christ for His glory 

Ephesians 4:14 

so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, 

by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 

 Current context of today’s culture 

Ephesians 4:15-16 

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom 

the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working 

properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 

 where each part = you matter! 

 How? In love. 

Matthew 28:18-20 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 Focus: make disciples 

 About what? “teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you” 

 How? “Teaching” = keep on teaching = continuous action = life work 

Question:  

What is the mark of a true disciple / follower of Christ? 

 

Passage: John 8:30-32 

As he was saying these things, many believed in him. So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide 

in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

 

Exposition: 

As he was saying these things, many believed in him. So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him 



 Audience 

 “Believed” = includes ones who do not deny Christ but yet do not follow Him 

“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 

 truly my disciples 

 Contrast: there are those who are not truly disciples of Jesus. 

o Ones who say they are “Christian” but do not reflect in their words/lifestyle. 

Matthew 7:21-23 (false disciples) 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my 

Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast 

out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew 

you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 

 

2 Corinthians 13:5 

Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, 

that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test! 

 distinction: possessor of Christ (vs. mere professor) 

 Distinction: direction of your life (not perfection) 

Overview: Three Questions 

 What does Jesus mean “truly my disciples”? 

 What does Jesus meant by “continuing in my word”? 

 What does Jesus mean by “my word”? 

I. What does Jesus mean “truly my disciples”? 

 Distinction of disciples = there are “truly”/real vs. false/not real disciples 

John 15:2 

Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it 

may bear more fruit. 

 

John 8:24 

I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die in your sins. 

 The person of Christ = God 

 Why Christ came = to die for our sins 

As he was saying these things, many believed in him. So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him 

 Belief (two kinds) 

o “Believed in Jesus” (unto salvation) 

John 6:68-69 

Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we have believed, 

and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.” 

 “Jews who had believed him” 



o Intellectually merely believe certain things Jesus said (without believe in Jesus) 

o Ex: Judas Iscariot 

John 6:66 

After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 

John 6:71 

He spoke of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray him. 

James 2:19 

You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 

 

II.  What does Jesus meant by “continuing in my word”? 

“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 

 

Abide 

 How? Start with the Word of God 

2 Timothy 2:15 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly 

handling the word of truth. 

 

Psalms 1:1-3 

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat 

of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like a 

tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he 

prospers. 

 

Continuing 

 How reflected? Obedience 

1 John 2:4-6 

Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, but whoever 

keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him: whoever says he 

abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked. 

 Perfection? No.  Humble surrender to the Lordship of Christ and being subject to the Word 

Galatians 2:20 

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the 

flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

 Christ lives in you, giving you the power to obey and follow Him. 

Philippians 2:12-13 



Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my 

absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to 

work for his good pleasure. 

 

James 2:17 

So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

 true living/faith will manifest itself by true obedience 

 

 Another key: Perseverance in obedience 

2 Peter 1:5-8 

For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and 

knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness 

with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they 

keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Matthew 7:24-25 

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the 

rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it 

had been founded on the rock. 

 

III. What does Jesus mean by “my word”? 

“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 

 “My Word” = the sum of all that Jesus taught = Himself. 

 See “I am” statements 

Luke 24:25-27 

And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not 

necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the 

Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 

 

Philippians 3:8-11 

Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I 

have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, 

not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness from God that depends on faith— that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may 

share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from 

the dead. 

 Key: Love of Christ over all other things. 

Matthew 5:14-16 



“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a 

basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 

that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

 Out of love of Christ, may we reflect His love to others. 


