
Title: Making Friends for Eternity 

Passage: Luke 16: 1-15 

 

Introduction: 

Parable - Jesus reveals spiritual truths through a story.  

  here, parable about money and giving (which Jesus talked about more than any other subject - one-third of 

His teachings) 

Context: Luke 15 

 Parables of lost sheep, coin, Prodigal Son. Evangelistic in focus 

 Thereafter in Luke 16, Jesus makes clear its a continuation of His teachings to His disciples.  

Mark 4:18-19 

And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word, but the cares of the world and the 

deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 

 we can have a divided heart between money and God.  

Matthew 6:24 

No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 

and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 

 

PASSAGE 

 

Situation of Squandering 

Luke 16:1 

He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him that this 

man was wasting his possessions. 

Luke 15:13 

Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there 

he squandered his property in reckless living. 

 parallel with prior Parable of Prodigal Son (squandering/wasting of treasures) 

Manager’s Predicament 

Luke 16:2-3 

And he called him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, for 

you can no longer be manager.’ And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the 

management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 

 

Manager’s Plan 

Luke 16:4-7 

I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed from management, people may receive me into their houses.’ 

So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He said, ‘A 



hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ Then he said to 

another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and 

write eighty.’ 

 Manager’s motivation: have others indebted to him (shift from his master) 

Master’s Response (Major Twist) 

Luke 16:8a 

The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness.  

 master commended the tactics used (not character as was deceitful and conniving). Shrewdness.  

Parable’s Point 

Luke 16:8b 

For the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light.  

 sinners can be shrewd in taking care of the brief years of their lives 

 Sons of light = ones with an eternal future (our inheritance and reward is in heaven) 

Ephesians 5:8 

for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 

1 Thessalonians 5:5 

For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 

 

Question: How wise and discerning are we in using money? 

 Do you use the same focus and attention in investments for eternal purposes as you do for temporal 

purposes? 

2 Corinthians 4:18 

as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are 

transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

 

Proper Response: Make Eternal Friends 

Luke 16:9 

And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive 

you into the eternal dwellings. 

 when we are intentional in the state of eternal souls of people, we build up eternal treasures and relationships 

that await us in heaven.  

Matthew 6:19-21 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 

but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break 

in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

Romans 10:14-15 



How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they 

have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they 

are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 

 

Galatians 6:7-9 

Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. For the one who sows to his 

own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 

And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 

 Our lives are not multiplied by what is kept in the barn but what is let out to be sown.  

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all 

times, you may abound in every good work. 

1 Timothy 6:17-19 

As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of 

riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, 

to be generous and ready to share, thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so 

that they may take hold of that which is truly life. 

 

Wise Stewardship 

Luke 16:10-12 

“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest 

in much. If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if 

you have not been faithful in that which is another's, who will give you that which is your own?  

 

James 1:17 

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 

variation or shadow due to change. 

 all comes from God 

1 Chronicles 29:11-13 

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the 

heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Both riches 

and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is to make 

great and to give strength to all. And now we thank you, our God, and praise your glorious name. 

 Everything first came from God. God granted and provided for us to steward. We can choose whether to do 

so wisely or foolishly/selfishly.  

Key Choice: God or Money 



Luke 16:13 

No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 

and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” 

 

Exodus 20:3 

“You shall have no other gods before me. 

 God is to be first and only in our lives.  

1 Corinthians 16:1-2 

Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. On the first 

day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no 

collecting when I come. 

 regular, systematic giving reminds us from Whom alll belongs.  

Matthew 16:25-27 

For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a 

man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? For the Son of 

Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to 

what he has done. 

 


