
Title: Like a Little Child 

Passage: Mark 10:13-16 

 

Introduction: 

What is the nature of faith to enter the kingdom of God? 

 

Passage: Mark 10:13-16 

And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. But when 

Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such 

belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child 

shall not enter it.” And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them. 

 

Overview 
Situation 

Instruction 

Application 

 

Exposition 

 

I. Situation (Disciples’ Action) 

Mark 10:13 

And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. 

 

They 

 parents or grandparents who had heard of Jesus can wanted to bring their loved ones to Jesus 

Children 

 general term to children up to age 5 (nursing infants) 

 

that He might touch them 

 touch = laying of hands = prayer of blessing over them 

 Common rabbinic prayer sought for children - three things: 

o Grow up to be devoted to the Law, 

o Faithful in marriage, and  

o Abundant in good works 

 Reason: Prayer was essentially for the child’s salvation (then, viewed salvation came by way of works, 

devotion to the Law) - to be part of the kingdom of God 

 Timing: parents brought children before Day of Atonement 

Why bring children to Jesus for this special prayer? 

 Understood Jesus loved children 

 Believed Jesus had the power, authority as a great Teacher as His ministry unfolded and He preached 

about the kingdom of God 

 Believed Jesus’ prayers would be answered 

and the disciples rebuked them 



 rebuke = scolded = reprimand 

o The disciples’ response was so opposite of Jesus’ heart. 

Question: Do we behave like the disciples that is contrary to the nature of God’s character? 

James 3:10-11 

From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so. Does a spring 

pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt water?  

 

II. Instruction (Jesus’ Reaction) 
Mark 10:14 

But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for 

to such belongs the kingdom of God.” 

 

He was indignant 

 indignant = furious anger > rebuke 

o Jesus’ anger was stronger, more passionate than how the disciples acted on the parents/children 

 indignant = much + grieved 

o word only occurs here in NT 

o grieving of the heart = righteous anger 

 Why? 

o Jesus’ disciples were doing the very thing that He opposed (misrepresented God’s character) 

 They distorted God’s grace 

o Jesus disciples were communicating that “Jesus has no time or care for your children” 

 They distorted the kingdom fo God 

Let the children come to me do not hinder them,  

 “Let” = summons 

 Jesus‘ clear instruction contrasted the disciples 

for to such belongs the kingdom of God  

 kingdom of God = salvation 

 For to such = those who receive gift of salvation like a child 

Mark 10:15 

Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it. 

 Unless one receives God’s salvation like a child, one will not be saved. 

Like a child 

 not mean “innocence” (even at an early age, sin is evident) 

 not mean subjective states we find in children (tenderness, simplicity) 

 Meaning = objective state of their helplessness/powerlessness 

o Everything must be done for them 

 Likewise, we are helpless and powerless to save ourselves.  

Ephesians 2:1 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 



 Jesus has paid it al. 

John 19:30a 

When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” 

 likewise, we are dependent upon God to grant us faith in Christ. 

o Salvation is by grace alone by faith alone in Christ alone. 

Ephesians 2:4-5 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our 

trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved 

 

III. Application (Illustration) 

Mark 10:16 

And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them. 

 

Three things: 

 He took them in his arms 

o Jesus embraced them (not just brief touch)  

o Today: Jesus is tender and compassionate  

Isaiah 40:11 

He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and 

gently lead those that are with young. 

 And blessed them  

o Jesus prayed for them 

o Today: Jesus prays for you 

Hebrews 7:25 

Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives 

to make intercession for them. 

Romans 8:34 

Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right 

hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 

 Laying His hands on them 

Psalms 139:10 

even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me. 

 

Not Followers of Jesus: Believe in the Lord Jesus as Savior and Lord 

Matthew 11:28-30 

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 

from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a 

result of works, so that no one may boast. 

 

Followers of Jesus:  



Do we rest in God’s grace and trust in His presence, power, and promises? 

1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were 

powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 

chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even 

things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of 

God. And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and 

sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 

Song: He Knows My Name 
I have a Maker 

He formed my heart 

Before even time began 

My life was in his hands 

He knows my name 

He knows my every thought 

He sees each tear that falls 

And He hears me when I call 

I have a Father 

I have a Father 

He calls me His own 

He'll never leave me 

No matter where I go 

He knows my name 

He knows my every thought 

He sees each tear that falls 

And He hears me when I call 

He knows me, He knows my name 

He knows my name 

He knows my every thought 

He sees each tear that falls 

And He hears me when I call 

He knows your name 

He knows your every thought 

He sees all those tear that falls 

And He hears you when you call 


