
Title: God’s Gift To the Lost and the Lonely 

Passage: Martthew 1:18-25 

 

Passage: Matthew 1:18-25 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 

before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a 

just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, 

behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take 

Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall 

call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 

spoken by the prophet: 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: 

he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

 

Introduction 
Key questions to consider:  

 Who was Jesus?  

 Why was He born - for what purpose? 

Answers found in names given in Passage 

 Jesus - for the lost 

 Emmanuel - for the lonely 

Matthew 1:21 

She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 

Matthew 1:23 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 

 

EXPOSITION 
 

I. Who was this baby born in Bethlehem? 

Matthew 1:22 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

 Matthew often quoted/referenced Old Testament prophecies (over 120 times) 

Isaiah 7:14 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call 

his name Immanuel. 

Isaiah 9:6-7 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall 

be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his 

kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 

forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Micah 5:2 



But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth 

for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 

 

Matthew 1:23 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, 

God with us). 

 first Old Testament prophecy referenced by Matthew 

Consider the wonder of this event: the eternal, infinite, holy creator God had entered the world as a human 

baby! 

John 1:1-4 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 

with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him 

was life, and the life was the light of men. 

John 1:14 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 

Father, full of grace and truth. 

Colossians 1:15-17 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven 

and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were 

created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

 

Jesus’ testimony of who He is: the Almighty God! 

John 14:6-7 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If 

you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen 

him.” 

John 14:8-9 

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you 

so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 

‘Show us the Father’? 

John 10:30 

I and the Father are one. 

 The wonder of Christmas: The God of the universe taking on human flesh through the Son, Jesus. 

Why important to believe that Jesus is who He says He is? 

John 8:24 

I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die in your sins. 

Romans 6:23 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 C.S. Lewis: Jesus is either a liar, lunatic, or LORD. 

 

II. Was there a purpose for this birth? 

Matthew 1:21 

She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins. 

 Jesus = The Lord Saves = The Lord is Salvation 

 What salvation? -> save people from their sins 



Revelation 22:16 

I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the 

descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 

 in the end, Jesus Himself affirms why He had come to earth. 

 

Hebrews 10:4-7 

For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.  Consequently, when Christ came into the 

world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; in burnt 

offerings and sin offerings 

you have taken no pleasure. Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in 

the scroll of the book.’” 

Hebrews 10:9-10 

then he added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He does away with the first in order to establish the 

second. And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

 Jesus death had been planned from eternity past as plan of redemption for lost and lonely souls. 

 

Isaiah 53:4-6 

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, 

smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon 

him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have 

gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

1 Peter 2:21-25 

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you 

might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he 

did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who 

judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

By his wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd 

and Overseer of your souls. 

 

Why Christmas? 

 Jesus came to die 

1 Timothy 1:15 

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 God made Jesus to be sin/die on the cross so that in Jesus you might be seen as right/perfect before God 

Philippians 1:6 

And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus 

Christ. 

Romans 8:38-39 

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



 

John 3:16 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 

eternal life. 

John 3:17-18 

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 

through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 

because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 

 

John 1:12 

But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 

1 John 5:11-13 

And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; 

whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal 

life. 

 

APPLICATION 
Question: Have you received the gift of salvation through Jesus Christ? 

Luke 19:10 

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. 

Acts 16:31 

Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved 

 

Question: Do you feel lost or lonely?  Has this translated not knowing whether you are loved? 

Psalms 68:6 

God settles the solitary in a home; he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, but the rebellious dwell in a parched 

land. 

Psalms 103:11-13 

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as 

the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. As a father shows compassion to his 

children, so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him. 

 

Question: Do you know someone who is lost or lonely? 

Matthew 25:37-40 

Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 

give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did 

we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King will answer them, Truly, I say to you, as you did it to 

one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 

Romans 12:1 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ 

Ephesians 2:1-6 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world, 

following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among 

whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were 

by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love 

with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by 

grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus. 


